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In 1907, American coal mines killed 3,242 men in occupational accidents, probably an all-time high both for
the industry and for all laboring accidents in this country. In December alone, two mines at Monongah, West
Virginia, blew up, killing 362 men. Railroad accidents that same year killed another 4,534. At a single South
Chicago steel plant, 46 workers died on the job. In mines and mills and on railroads, work in America had
become more dangerous than in any other advanced nation. Ninety years later, such numbers and events
seem extraordinary. Although serious accidents do still occur, industrial jobs in the United States have
become vastly and dramatically safer.

In Safety First, Mark Aldrich offers the first full account of why the American workplace became so
dangerous, and why it is now so much safer. Aldrich, an economist who once served as an OSHA
investigator, first describes the increasing dangers of industrial work in late-nineteenth-century America as a
result of technological change, careless work practices, and a legal system that minimized employers'
responsibility for industrial accidents. He then explores the developments that led to improved
safety?government regulation, corporate publicizing of safety measures, and legislation that raised the costs
of accidents by requiring employers to pay workmen's compensation. At the heart of these changes, Aldrich
contends, was the emergence of a safety ideology that stressed both worker and management responsibility
for work accidents?a stunning reversal of earlier attitudes.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Adams:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading whatever
they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Safety First: Technology, Labor, and Business in the Building of American
Work Safety, 1870-1939 (Studies in Industry and Society).

David Johnston:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Safety First:
Technology, Labor, and Business in the Building of American Work Safety, 1870-1939 (Studies in Industry
and Society) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Bryant Davidson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer could be Safety First: Technology, Labor, and Business in the Building of American
Work Safety, 1870-1939 (Studies in Industry and Society) why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside
as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Debbie Gray:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the Safety First: Technology, Labor, and Business in the Building of American Work Safety, 1870-1939
(Studies in Industry and Society) when you necessary it?
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