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The films of Akira Kurosawa have had an immense effect on the way the Japanese have viewed themselves
as a nation and on the way the West has viewed Japan. In this comprehensive and theoretically informed
study of the influential director’s cinema, Mitsuhiro Yoshimoto definitively analyzes Kurosawa’s entire body
of work, from 1943’s Sanshiro Sugata to 1993’s Madadayo. In scrutinizing this oeuvre, Yoshimoto shifts the
ground upon which the scholarship on Japanese cinema has been built and questions its dominant
interpretive frameworks and critical assumptions.
Arguing that Kurosawa’s films arouse anxiety in Japanese and Western critics because the films
problematize Japan’s self-image and the West’s image of Japan, Yoshimoto challenges widely circulating
clichés about the films and shows how these works constitute narrative answers to sociocultural
contradictions and institutional dilemmas. While fully acknowledging the achievement of Kurosawa as a
filmmaker, Yoshimoto uses the director’s work to reflect on and rethink a variety of larger issues, from
Japanese film history, modern Japanese history, and cultural production to national identity and the global
circulation of cultural capital. He examines how Japanese cinema has been “invented” in the discipline of
film studies for specific ideological purposes and analyzes Kurosawa’s role in that process of invention.
Demonstrating the richness of both this director’s work and Japanese cinema in general, Yoshimoto’s
nuanced study illuminates an array of thematic and stylistic aspects of the films in addition to their social and
historical contexts.
Beyond aficionados of Kurosawa and Japanese film, this book will interest those engaged with cultural
studies, postcolonial studies, cultural globalization, film studies, Asian studies, and the formation of
academic disciplines.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Bauer:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you will want this Kurosawa: Film Studies and Japanese Cinema (Asia-Pacific:
Culture, Politics, and Society).

Millard Espinoza:

The guide untitled Kurosawa: Film Studies and Japanese Cinema (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and
Society) is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that
will be shown to you. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of Kurosawa: Film Studies and Japanese Cinema (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Violet Jarrell:

Beside this Kurosawa: Film Studies and Japanese Cinema (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Kurosawa: Film Studies and
Japanese Cinema (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end
up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Walter Feuerstein:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Kurosawa: Film Studies and Japanese Cinema (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and
Society) we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must
love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life at this time book Kurosawa: Film Studies and Japanese Cinema (Asia-Pacific: Culture,



Politics, and Society). You can more pleasing than now.
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