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The true history of a legendary American folk hero

In the 1820s, a fellow named Sam Patch grew up in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, working there (when he wasn't
drinking) as a mill hand for one of America's new textile companies. Sam made a name for himself one day
by jumping seventy feet into the tumultuous waters below Pawtucket Falls. When in 1827 he repeated the
stunt in Paterson, New Jersey, another mill town, an even larger audience gathered to cheer on the daredevil
they would call the "Jersey Jumper." Inevitably, he went to Niagara Falls, where in 1829 he jumped not once
but twice in front of thousands who had paid for a good view.

The distinguished social historian Paul E. Johnson gives this deceptively simple story all its deserved
richness, revealing in its characters and social settings a virtual microcosm of Jacksonian America. He also
relates the real jumper to the mythic Sam Patch who turned up as a daring moral hero in the works of
Hawthorne and Melville, in London plays and pantomimes, and in the spotlight with Davy Crockett-a Sam
Patch who became the namesake of Andrew Jackson's favorite horse.

In his shrewd and powerful analysis, Johnson casts new light on aspects of American society that we may
have overlooked or underestimated. This is innovative American history at its best.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Scott:

Here thing why this particular Sam Patch, the Famous Jumper are different and reliable to be yours. First of
all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious
as food or not. Sam Patch, the Famous Jumper giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Sam Patch, the Famous Jumper. It gives you
thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can
be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Sam Patch, the
Famous Jumper in e-book can be your alternative.

Ned Aguayo:

The reason? Because this Sam Patch, the Famous Jumper is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside
it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want
to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Brian Seery:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be go through. Sam Patch, the Famous Jumper can be your answer because it can be read by you who have
those short free time problems.

Verna Hibbard:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal
or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Sam Patch, the Famous Jumper can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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