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Becoming a mother profoundly alters one’s perception of the world, as Lindal Buchanan learned firsthand
when she gave birth. Suddenly attentive to representations of mothers and mothering in advertisements,
fiction, film, art, education, and politics, she became intrigued by the persuasive force of the concept of
motherhood, an interest that unleashed a host of questions: How is the construct defined? How are maternal
appeals crafted, presented, and performed? What do they communicate about gender and power? How do
they affect women? Her quest for answers has produced Rhetorics of Motherhood, the first book-length
consideration of the topic through a feminist rhetorical lens.

Although both male and female rhetors employ motherhood to promote themselves and their agendas,
Buchanan argues it is particularly slippery terrain for women—on the one hand, affording them authority and
credibility but, on the other, positioning them disadvantageously within the gendered status quo. Rhetorics of
Motherhood investigates that paradox by detailing the cultural construction and performance of the Mother
in American public discourse, tracing its use and impact in three case studies, and by theorizing how, when,
and why maternal discourses work to women’s benefit or detriment. In the process, the reader encounters a
fascinating array of issues—including birth control, civil rights, and abortion—and rhetors, ranging from
Diane Nash and Margaret Sanger to Sarah Palin and Michelle Obama.

As Buchanan makes clear, motherhood is a rich site for investigating the interrelationships among gender,
power, and public discourse. Her latest book contributes to the discipline of rhetoric by attending to and
making a convincing case for the significance of this understudied subject. With its examination of timely
controversies, contemporary and historical figures, and powerful women, Rhetorics of Motherhood will
appeal to a wide array of readers in rhetoric, communications, American studies, women’s studies, and
beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Mansfield:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms).

Antoine Dejean:

The publication with title Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) contains a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Fern Rodriquez:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and
Feminisms) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Wesley Powell:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in
Rhetorics and Feminisms) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how
they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to



start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and
Feminisms) become your current starter.
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